Book Reviews social background surveyed from the seventeenth to the present century. He has indulged in botany, ornithology, zoology and geology, and as far as animal life is concerned his habits in the nineteenth century spelt ecological doom, comparable with the onslaughts of African hunters today. The author has the breadth of knowledge necessary to cover this large field, and his handling of a voluminous amount of material is praiseworthy, although it would be interesting to know more about the many eccentrics who have indulged in natural history pursuits. But as well as wreaking havoc amongst various species with their predatory collecting instincts and overloading museums and drawing rooms with specimens, the amateur naturalist in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was also contributing to the overall development of biology.
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